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Background - Community Climate Action Programme

Climate Action in Ireland: 
- 51% overall reduction by 2030
- Climate neutral and resilient by 2050

Climate Conservations:
- Government engagement with citizens
- Two key findings:

1. Citizens want to take action
2. Need support to take action



Overview - Community Climate Action Programme

“Support and empower communities, in partnership with their LA, to shape and build low carbon,
sustainable communities in a coherent way to contribute to national climate and energy targets”

Programme Objective

Strand 1:

• Strand 1 “Action: Building Low Carbon 
Communities” - €24M

• Strand 1a “Shared Island Community 
Climate Action” - €3M

Strand 2:

• “Education: Climate Education, 
Capacity Building and Learning by 
Doing” - €5m (Pobal)

Additional Funding:
Creative Ireland Programme’s - Creative Climate Action Fund



Mayo
Strand 1 - Mayo has been allocated €609,000
100% Funding for projects

Project Scale Project Value % Projects

Small Scale Projects Up to €20,000 10% €60,900

Medium Scale Projects €21,000 to €50,000 40% €243,600

Large Scale Projects €51,000 to 
€100,000

50% €304,500



Mayo
Strand 1a - no pre-allocation

• The €3 million Shared Island Fund resourcing is not pre-allocated to 
individual LAs. 

• All LAs in Ireland can assess an application received under strand 1(a) 
and make a recommendation to the Minister.

• LAs will be the Lead Partners for strand 1a projects.



Eligibility

Strand 1 Eligible Communities:

• be a not-for-profit organisation

• be located in the operational area of MCC

• be registered with a PPN or connected 

with other collectives such as the Wheel, 

Tidy Towns and /or a community group 

with Articles of Association or a 

Constitution, which hold an AGM, and for 

which approved minutes are available

Strand 1A Eligible Communities:

• Same as Strand 1

• have at least one partner organisation in 

Northern Ireland, Partner organisations must 

be either a:

o not-for-profit organisation

o Local Authority

o local/ national community and 

environmental organisation registered in 

Northern Ireland 



Eligibility

Not Eligible:

• Private individuals 

• Commercial undertakings (including sole traders) 

• Schools, third levels institutions etc. 

• National community and environmental organisations 

• Financial institutions 



Community Energy Travel Food & Waste Shopping & Recycling
Local Climate & 

Environmental Action

5 Project Themes

Projects must: 
• meet the overall objective “to shape and build low carbon, sustainable communities in a
coherent way to contribute to national climate and energy targets.” 
• address one or more of the five Programme themes and national climate action targets, as
set out below.  
• comply with all statutory requirements in relation to planning, building regulations, Health
and Safety, and Fire Codes etc., if applicable. 



1. Community Energy
Projects  to  make  community buildings  more  climate  friendly  by  using  less  energy,  using  
renewable  energy,  and  improving  insulation.

Project examples include but are not limited to:

• Small community renewable energy projects (solar, hydro, wind)
• Retrofitting community buildings
• LED community lighting
• Community EV charging points



Community Energy – Case Studies

Fair Play Café – LED lighting and Solar PV 

• Lighting was replaced with energy efficient LEDs
• 3 kW Solar PV was installed; 
• Advanced heating controls  & new insulated door 

was installed 
• LED lighting saved 21% of total electricity 

consumption 
• solar panels contribute to 16% of their total energy 

consumption
• saved €1,300 per year on energy costs





2. Travel
Projects to make regular travel greener. Projects may promote cycling  and  walking,  making  it  
easier  and  more  attractive or involve emissions  reduction  of  existing  transport  systems.

Project examples include but are not limited to:

• Community e-bike
• EV Charging Points
• Cycle parking



Travel – Case Studies

Callan Community Energy – Community 
owned solar powered EV charging point 

• installed a solar-powered 22 kW EV 
charging station 

• first community-owned EV charge point in 
Ireland 

• electricity sales will be paid directly to 
Callan Community Energy



3. Food & Waste
Projects  to  reduce  food  waste  and  promote  local  food production. 

Project examples include but are not limited to:

• Developing Community Gardens 
• Community composting facilities



Food & Waste – Case Studies



4. Shopping & Recycling
Projects that increase  the  variety  and  number  of  repair  and recycling  facilities,  asset  sharing  
and  swap  shops, or reducing single-use plastics. 

Project examples include but are not limited to:

• Community repair hubs
• Swap shops
• Water filling stations 



Shopping & Recycling – Case Studies



5. Local Climate & Environmental Action
Projects  for  better  management  of  the  local  environment.

Project examples include but are not limited to:

• Mini Forests
• Community Gardens & Roof Gardens
• Pollinator Projects
• Marram Grass planting
• Wetland Conservation



Local Climate & Environmental Action – Case Studies



Project Examples: Community group with a building and grounds

Theme 1 – Community 
Energy
Retrofit the building
LED light upgrades
Solar PV

Theme 2 - Travel: 
Installing cycle parking 
EV charging point

Theme 3: Food and Waste
Garden allotments 

Theme 4 – Shopping and Recycling:
Monthly repair cafés
Water filling station

Theme 5: Local climate & Env. action 
Mini Forest



Evaluation



30%







20%



20%



Achievability

• The organisation/partnership has the appropriate expertise to deliver the proposed project. 

• The proposal is clear and coherent and is deliverable within the timeframe. 

• Key milestones are specified with an explanation of how these will be monitored

10%



10%



Governance Arrangements

• Any necessary governance and financial management systems, controls and processes 

are in place to meet the requirements of the Programme. 

• Where applicable, evidence of tax compliance and registration with relevant bodies is 

supplied. 

• Details of track record in managing other state funding is supplied. 

10%



Next steps, if you are interested… 

1. Discuss with your community group 
2. Contact the Community Climate Action Officer to discuss project.
3. Start planning your project
4. Fill out the Application Form at https://consult.mayo.ie/en/applications

Applications for the fund are open from 1st December 2023 – 23rd 
February 2024, 4pm.

https://consult.mayo.ie/en/applications


Any Questions?

Lorna Dennehy
Community Climate Action Officer
Mayo County Council

climateaction@mayococo.ie

January 2024

mailto:climateaction@mayococo.ie
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