TOPOGRAPHY: This ﬁiiﬁr. sencompasses one half, the eastern
portion, of the wide N. shore of Leugh Corrib &, W. of
this, a roughly square tract of country running, on the -

* © W.,, close to Clonbur & thence northwards to Include the :

southeastern corner of L. Mask, & few mla of the S.E. coast o

this lake & then eastwards in an almost direct line _

passing withip lm, or so southwards of B'robe, to within

2m. of Kilmaine - them, roughly, directly southwards .

egain’ to the N.E. extremity of L. Corrib. Several lslandas

of both lakes are ipcluded. Amongst these are Inchagoill,

Ardilleun & Inisheconge on L. Corrib, & Inishoght & Inlsh-

gleasta on L. Mask. Tnishowen, Inlshecoog & Inlshmaine

on this lake are now jolned together & connected with

the mainlsnd owing te¢ subsidence of the waters, & are »

'‘also ineluded. :

The distr. 1s located on the eastern fringe of the
Joyce Country & of Connemsara, & posssesa many scenlc
sttributes .of those reglons, though these characteristics
are greatly modified in some reéspects, principally in that
of timber, for the vicinity of Cong, & lndeed a very
extensalve srea, 1s thickly planted with remarkebly fine
trees. - It 1s also noted for the great wealth of
archaeological evidences of amtiquity, significant of
some important eerly battle or other incldents, & for
the curious freaks of nature - defects in the limestone
sub-stratum - which abound in this neighbourhoocd. But
it &3 g3 g place of lmmense %ptaraat & appeal for the
sportsman that 1t has achieved most fame, for the angler



%

TOPOGRAPEY (contd.).

L] i A
1. - { . .

‘few opportunities of better apnrt: in theée midst of such
exquisite scenery, whilst the woods eround Cong are long
reputed the best coverts in thls country for woodcock.
when the Nayfly rlses, usually sbout mld-May, there 1ls

" & mass convergance of anglebs, male & female, young &

old, on the lake & everywhere there is the finest bustle
of preparation, & everything - from the normsl chatter
of everyday copversstion to the non-mngling guests at .
the hotela [thfse must make room for the fishera if they
heve not booked months shesd) - i1z swept aside to be
replaced by flshing talk & flshing pecple.

The finest scenery consists of innumerable views of
both lakesa, Corridb &k Mask, particularly the former, the
H.: shores & 1slands of which are adorned with splendid
sheltering treea, & of the great fanges of mtns to the W.,
5. & N. Within the limits of the district itself, the
scenery of note is concentrated dl most entirely around
the shores of the two lakes % in the narrow strip of
land which separstes them. Some of the prettleat spots
are found within the confines of the Ashford Estate, .

& are mentioned with the description of the grounds.

The Islands: It is asserted loecally that there are
365 18lends in L. Corrib, one for each day of the year,
but the correct number, including several that are no
more then mere earth-cropped rocks, 1g 145. The lake 1s

the second largest 1y Irgland, next in slze to Tough Heagh,

& 1s 22m, In 1its greateat length & Sm. brosd at the
widest portion. After leaving the tree-lined mouth of
the Cong River at Ashford, in a boating expedition to the
lake, Inishoong (Cong Islandj 1s paased, & then, very
shortly, & succession of other rather aimilar islets,

all crowned with & luxurlant arboreal Elumaga & mostly

steep-banked '& blunted on the W. slde,"s pecullarity
due to the prevailing W. wind. The planting of these
1sldnds was very successfully accomplished by the -
Guinpess femily & represents a splendld enrlchment of
the scend?y which might quite wall be extended to cther
I1slands at the southern end of the lake, which, by
contrast, are bare & unornamental. Lﬂﬂh Corrlb 1s sald
tn talke 1ta name from that celebrated th&ugh perhaps
ythical na?igaumr Monnanen ¥ee Llr, who was glao
called Crbsen Hac Allold - the name Corrib being a .
gorruption of the old Irish form, Loch Oirbsen. The
lake is furmished with a great number of ngvigation merks
whilch remaln sinece the days, up to zome yrs ago, when
steamara plled a regular trede on thls great waterway
between Galway City & Cong & other littlﬁ;harbuura along
the shores.
Inchagolill, Sm. overwater from Coéng, iz by far the
most interesting on account of the Erﬁhﬂﬂﬂlﬂ’iﬂal
treasuras 1t hﬂlﬂﬂ+ Like the other 1slsnds ﬂEPE&hﬂutﬂ

Inchagolll 1z wooded, & on the W, side 1s e lovely smooth
golden atrand, wvery sultable for bathing. From nedr
here & good vlew of s long stretch of L. Corrib's W. shors

is obt ained - southwards :ast Dughterard & MNoyecullen -
the vislon extending over intervening groups of smaller
1slghds, .

The Corrlib, genersllwy, is calm & navigable even for
the lnexperienced, but for axpeditions to distent parts
1t 15 sdvlsagble to have sdme perscn In the boat whe is
acgualnted with tha lake for, though at times it may be
smooth ns glass, 1t ¢en rlso be sxcesdingly rough &
dengerous, & rocks & shallows may Drove dangerous to
the ecarelass boatman.

, dolden Pay, to the V. of Cong, 1z populer wlth
vathers during swmer tlme, =since 1t haes a strand of
filne soft send & iz nicely sheltersd, with s good view
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of the lake & lslands. -

. The vlew from some of the 1slapda, or from & boat
on either lake, often excels even the finest to be hed
from the malnland, Across the wlde sheet of water,’
dotted with green-treed lalend osses, the land slopes to
the water's edge, eeldom steeply or from & great height
but frequently urnder a heavy covering of tall trees & -
-dense shrubberises. Approaching Ashford from L. Corrih,
the prospect ls exceedingly pleasing. The lake margin is
wsll wooded on both sides & the long range ‘of the castle
bldgs, comprising the originsl Chelet=1ike house with.
flanking & Intermingling towers & mock basttlements,
occupies one of the most delightful sites imaginable on

the right bank of the Cong R. where it enters the 1nkﬂ

Countles Galway & Mayc unite in the vicinity of
Cong, the boundary following a zig-zag course from the
mouth- of the Cong R. northwards for over a mile, thence
woshward to Clonbur & N. sgein to L. Nask - Ashford Castle,
oart of the demeane & & small S.W. sectlion of Cong parish
are in Co. Galway & In the Joyce Country, whilst the
remainder is in Co. Mayo.

N. B, of Cong, as in other localitles thrnugznut
this area, the ground iz rough & broken, belng littered
with limestone roecks & boulders, & a bleak & barren
appearance 1s presented. Often the bare limestone beds
crop up over the ground level In huge blue-grey terrace-
llke patches. The carboniferous rock 1s penetrated by
& "raat many cavsrﬂa or flssures beneath which the sub-
tﬂrranaan waters sre sometimes seen or heard gurgling
or. roaring. Most, If not mall, of these verlicel holes
have been named, the name usually belng suggested by ths
appearance "of the cavern, 1ts loecetion, or threugh some
berson, incldent or legend conneeted with it. They. are
elweys & source ol astonlishment or interest to viditors
by virtue of thelr wvery remerkable g pearsnce or, In some
cases, because of the fanclful legends or Hiaunrinally
true -aplsodes related aboub them. The princlpsl caverns
are deacribed under "Geology".

The numerous pools scattaraﬂ here & there, nll
conpected underground with the weters . flowing from loch
Kask into the Corrib, & the streams similarly comnmected
& sometimes flowing for only a very short dlistance
before plunging dowmwards ggein lnto the bowels of the
earth - tend to confuse & mmhze the visitor, unless he
seeks the services of a gulde. In pericds of drought,
meny of the streams & pools dry up completely, but In
winter & times of fleod the waters are ofttlimes swirling
& turbulent.

Eleveted vantage polnts from which to scen thse
surrounding scenery mre plentiful, & hills & hillocks,
towelrs wit niﬂ the Ashford Demesne, the swmibt of L. iask
caastle, the Slgnt Gairm et Hlllower % various other
3ufrlcient13 lofty helzhts ﬂnéblﬁ the sifltSEEr to survey
sdcanes of 4ns }i _'L"I. B4 ndeur & -I:I"lq.lt-"h-','. Beneath sn ever-
shanging sky, usﬂBfu*lj of huze rolling ﬁqlta, sillvar,

L3

ey, blue or darker clouds, the western mtn ranges assume

a varlety of shades & huwes - purple, blue, zreen, orown &
black - wihillst the great lakes ben eutﬁ ara: now FQ-" £

choppy, now celm & glossy, according to the dictates of

the elemamts. Tha waters of Lnuuh dnrrih :haﬁ:ﬂ surprlalng-
1y with the sudden sprlinging up ol a atreng fraesh bresze,

Irom s vilrrer-llke smootimsss to 2 chopoiness aqual to Ehet

of the open seas. BEut the sanlﬁ“u1t2"3 - or complementary -
cotyarm of the woods ﬂiﬁ”ﬂL e ovar-asmphiasliszsed, The Lroad
frings of luwxurisnt trsea, along the edge of L. Joprib-&

the Jine plentatlions on the lalands, with which tnat lake

L2 3tudded mae, Iindeed, an vspeclael feature to delipght the
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eye & without which the scenme would lose much of its
very pleasing character. Sir Wm. Wilde, In & footnote
to the section on VWoods & ¥tns in "ooh Corrid" (pp. 27 &
28), says that amongst the natursl woods now remaining iIn.
the estreme W. are Dun, Gleann, Esnach, Bllberry Island,
Gort Darsoch, Collls Ceag & Colll Rus,.upon or arcund Loeh
Corrlb, Baile U1 Cadha®n (Pellykine) & Colill Bride on
ILoch Mask. '"Their timber consists chle -of oak,
hazel birch, mountain .ash, yew, holly, wild apple &
white & blaek thorn. Fut in most of those localities
other timber has been introduced, eapeclally aldar,
poplar, larch & spruce, ete." Oreat quantitles of
the timber heve baen felled during the smergency, to
£111 a varlety of requlrements mpart from fuelling;
hundreds of trees were taken for the manufscture of
matches. T

E. & N.E. of Cong, the country is cGommonplace
snough with 1ittle té distinguish it buk for the
fraguent views.éf lake X min, the ocoasional olump of
trees or desp wood, marking the prasence or former slte
of soma attractive villas or farmhouse or, pernaps,
soma mansion A&f former importance, -the sbundant evidences
of early ecclesimstical or monestic glory-to be found im
the several ruined churches & abbeys, & the wealth of
‘calrns, sbuterrains, stone monuments & other archasologicel
remeins, the hlstory of which i1z = unknown - unless the
theoretical historical jugsling of Sir Wm., Wilde be
sccepted at its face felue. Tilde identifled the plaln,
which is slmost enclosed within the triangle formed
between Cong, Cross & The Neale, as the battlellield of
¥ovtura South, but, though he wrltes convincingly
snough & in all good faith, his efforts to establish

,his claims leave many puszling uncertaintisas.

Howaver, the visibor may be entertdined with storles
of the great battle & by -having the different sites
pointed out to him by "Wilde" disciples, &, although no
other tradition or theory exists as to what event.dr
sarles of inecidentsz caused the presence of so much
srchascloglcal .materlal, the axploration of the vaerlous
nlacas & objects 15 & by no meana unpleasant occupation
but will prove = most interesting pastime.

¥illowe® Calrn, at a helght of over 30' above
ground level, commands & rare & charming view of the
two lakes, Toch Mask being quite close to hend on the
W. 8lde. The wlew extends even to the dlstant Hephln
range, far to the W., which rises to form a magnificent
lofty background. The Partry ¥tna bordet on the V.
bank of L. Mask - Croagh Petrick's geatly-shaped
sonicel pealr asppearing from behind as the clouds permlt -
whilst, Aividing the two lakes & Jealously guarding )
this eastarn gpproach to the Joyce Country, Fenlevi's
irresular purplish & greenm bulk ocecunples.the most
envigble slte from whilch to behold the majeatlc ‘scene.

Rell%ving the rather nondeserlpt scenery of The
Nefile vicinlty, NWemle Fark, former seat of Lord Kllmalne,
1s planted with an assortment 'of Tine tmll-growing treeés,
tts plentations lending a welcome splash of colour %o
enrich the landscape. . , '

Loch Yask Castle, .from 1ts topmost battlemented
parapets, affords a good view of Loch liask & 1ts iszlands,
the mtns on the oppoalte shore & the woods aleny the,
gdze wnlsh lend delightful colour & quallty to the vilsta.

Betwean the castle & Imishmeine, & in several
pleses hereabouts, there are more of those extensive
beda of naked serboniferoys llmesteone whileh an sspect
of wildness %o the individualistic nature of the scenery.

Inishowsn, which is shown on the Ordnance lNep as
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belgn 142' above the level of Loch lMask*- which, in turn, -
iz nearly 40' higher than L. Corrlb - features, at-its
summit, ‘& large earthen fort from which the entire
expsnse of L, Mask, with its numerous islands, may be
viewed. The mtns too present an imposing apectacle &,
from Benleve to Maamtrasns & the Partrys, past the level
Intervemling stretech & then on to the great ranges in the
H.W., eulminating in mighty cone-shaped Nephin, .dark
- shedowy gaps that ere openings to deep glens & valleys
‘ contrast with the brightly-hued slopes & sparkling waters
beneath thet catch & reflect the "sun's rays.

*Writings of Sir Bernard Burke, as quoted by Sir Wm.
Wilde:- . Whether you its unbounded fertility, the varied
beautles of its surface, or the historical events which
Invest every plain & mbtn with an Interest pecullarly its
own, Cong stands forth to theé lover of the wild &
beautlful, tor the antiguariasn & the geologist, as un-

: surpassed by any portlion of the British Islea . . . It
reprasents a varled surface of contradictory elements -
streams of barrenness & fertility, exqulsite beauty &
wild desolation, green valleys-& rocky plains, ‘lakes &
rivers & huge mtns are so thrown together in wild '
ponfusion that 1t would slmost seem as if nature had g
wandered here in one of her sportive mopds, produclng on 3
every side such marvellous contrast & wvarlety.” 3

Parlonore, an.elevated plateau, sbout 400 yds M. of
3t. Cecillia's Well, which is sbout lh. to the T.E. of
" Cong, affords e magnificent panoramic view of both lakes,
the woodlands surrounding Ashford, part of wild Comnemara
% the high ereggy mbtns which surround the northern &
' wastarn view, : ; -
. From Ardaun, sbout 24m. W. of the vill., another
splendld view 1s obtalned embracing a huge expanse of

the Corrlb, Ashford Demesne & part of L. Mask.=

“s=This i3 one of the reslly extenszive views &btalnable
in the dlatr.

The old cemetery on the summlt of the hill af Billy-
park, sbout im. from Cong vill., commends an unrivalled
view of an Immense axpanse of Ioch Corrlib, embracing %oo,

g fine penorenic’ view over the variﬂd'cuuntry to the mtno »

of the W, & N. .

A Testure ol the countryside here, as of most ‘of the
western country, 1s the stons well or fence by which the
fields sre divided. Some of these fences are remarkable
for thelr sturdlness & straighthness, slthough modst
frequently constructed In single-stone width & always
unmortared. . .
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GEOLOGY: Carboniferous limestone 1s the principal formation
& the cavernous & permeable neture of that stone In the
1sthmus separsting Locha Mask & Oorrid 1s apparent in the
pegulier "awallow holes" & strange curicsities which are
viaible all mround. -

) Limaatone rock frequemtly crops "up dver the surface

. of the ground to the N, & E. of Cong & on the E. shore of
L. Masglk, It forms extenalve beds of smooth bare rock,
possessing the phrenomenally conslstent cheracteristic of
e pronounced dip towards the U, & revealing, where the
roek 18 2pllt or sundered, an Invariable north-south
Inclination or "grain". ‘ater actlon hes glven the

rock & plited, honeyecomb sppesrsnce in many instances,
particularly near the lake shores,.

. n the N. shore of L. Jorrib, fodsiliferous Silurian

rocks oceur, &, en the lake-side nesr Cong, mmelss

sciilet & primery llmestone are found, with,from that

vlll., to L. lesk, ocubcroppings of the cerboniferous

mtn limeatone surmcunting the primory rocks.

Yellow sandstone, fossiliferous Silurlen, ;rits,
gnelss, conglomerates, igneous rocks & the predoninent



