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terpographioel  features,

The parish of Backs axtends from about a miles outaids Ballina, south-
wards for nearly thirteen miles and 1s bounded, on the east by the
River Moy and on the west and south by Lough Conn and Lough Cullin,
the lakes forming a considerable portion of the parish territoty.

This distriet 1s worthy of particular mention, not—only on
the-merits of the lakes or Hiver Moy, whieh, comblned op aingly; may
hi:dnsﬂrthuﬂ:ﬂl?nn-ﬂlug1ﬂr!upnruﬁﬁai£;:hhi~ni-n because of the natural
beauty and charm of the lake and mountain sceneary, calculated to
axclte the admiration and wonder of the visiter.

Branching off the Ballina/Castlebsr road about a mile from Ballins
a rough road leads through the bogland and via Garracloone, brings us
cut near the north eastern shore of Lough Conn, sbout five miles froem

GEOLOGY (Continued)
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Backs distriet 1s generally of limestone formation but there are num-
ercus hills and ridgeas of sandstone. Huge rocks and boulders are
found In a1l parts and there ars vast tracts of bog. Mica, in light
and dark granite, is found in immense quantities at fontoon and on
the borders of both lakes.

Thﬂ:n"nggepu_nn#uuwﬂr-nﬁnar—unuzull—funtumeﬂ.

MANSIONS, CASTLES AND ESTATES
OF IMPOSING CHARACTER
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Fardens 1 Open fo visitors T Admission echarge |

¥punt Falcon, the handsome' residence of Major H.,B, Aldridge, is four
ﬁlﬂa from Ballina on' the Foxford road., Puilt in 1876 by the Enox
¥ and at great cosat, the mansion is of remarkable and slaborate

design, the solid front door belng of oak and in Tudor style and it
is sald that the white limestone slabs of doors and windowa were
brought from VWicklow quarries,

The estate was purchased a few years ago by Major Aldridee
who later eatablished a guest house there but this was' discentinued
on the outbreak of war. The proprietor 's family 1s now in occupation
for a month or two but for the remaining period and each year, the
house, with filaning, shooting ete ia offered for lett . f

Thy larger part of the onoe éxtensive demesne has béen
acquired and distributed by the Irish Land Commission and now the dem-
asne comprisea less than Tifty acres. Of this fifty acrea, twenty
two acrea are dsvoted to foreast tree and shrub nuraeriss and frult
rnrming. The one large glass house 15 used exeluslvely for tomato
Frowling. ]

\ Yermission to view the nurseries and frait garden will be
granted on application to Mr Henry, MENBZOT . '
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Here are—tmerulna of the anclent Caatle Eallx{tnd from the
mound on which the old castle waa bullt, a strikingly ploturesque
view 1a obtained. The watera of the lake break gently at the very
base of the ruln and the huge expansa of water, dotted with pretty
and often wooded islands, 13 moat effectively set off by the mountain
background, rugged Nephin Mountaln (2,646 feet) towering over all and
easing 1t's rock-strewn slopes almoat to the Iringe of the lake on the
weatern shore. The lake 1la about nine miles in length and in some
parts, four miles in breadth.

Back on the road agaln, we may follow the lake shore south-
warda to Cloghans (2 miles) and here 1a a secluded 1ittle bavy where
the old establlshed Lough Conn Hotel is very appropriately situatad.
Hoats with glllles, for flshing or pleasure tripa, may be engaged
hera or almost anywhere on the banks of the lakes,.

Eoth the fslands, Anna re and Annaghroe (on which latter
one family reslides) as well as Innislee, on whioch at one time it 1s
sald looally that King Dathl's wife lived, are quite close at hand
and may be explored Irom Cloghans.

About two mlles further alomg the road ars Enockmore village
and bay and the whitewashed cottagea of Historic (lass Island (Illaun-
aglaahy) may be olearly aeen from the bav.

At Enockmore we re-Join the good road which from there, akirts
the shors of the lake and presents many amazingly beautiful and
romantic acenes. A few mllea further on we meet the Pontoon,single
arch bridge at which the two lakes meet.

Fontoon , with 1t'a wealth of colour and beauty, defles flmtt-
ering description; the delightful 1ittle coves and sandy beaches, the
masalve rocks and boulders carelessly scattered and the result of age
old glaclal action, the overwhelmlng mountains and many beautiful tress,
8l]l combine in producing an effeoct as enchanting as it 13 rare.

There are two cosy, well regulated hotela at Fontoon, one belng 1in

the parish of Backs and situated as they are betwaen the two lakes,
they are 1deal centres from which to explore and enjoy the scenery and
sport of the lakes. |

Heturning about a mile to the crossrcads, we find a good rosd
branching off to the right. This road affords many enthralling views
of Lough Cullin and at the end of three miles we arrive at Foxford.
From the brldge on the loy we can see on the opposite bank, the Prov-
idence Voollen Mills, seemingly guarded by the steep Ox Mountains in
the immediate background.

Turning off te the north hers without entering the town, our
road runs elmost parallel with the river and we are afforded many
intereating views of mountaln, wood, river and bog. FNoughly half way .
to Eallina we pass the attractive Cooloronan Demeane (home of Vr Ferry
Fnox Gore) on the right and Iesa than five miles more of finst claass
road enda in Eallina.

The total mileage of the journey described 1a little more
than twenty flve mllaa. Castlebar and Ballina are each about eleven
miles from Pontoon.

H.fHEI:'.‘rHS & ESTATES.

the Foxford road and about two milez paat Mount Falcon, Coolcronan
amesna 1les on the left bank of the River Nov. ‘This pretty house,
ich I have heard compared to a Swlss Chalet, was prected in 1860 by
the Enox Gores; it's present owner, Mr E.M/ Perry Knox Gore now livea
in England. The house i1z very pleasantly situated amid pictureaquse
{surroundings and the river runs within a few yards of the rere of the

Ihuuua.

As in the case of Mount Falcon and other demesnes , much of
the original territory has been acquired by the Land Commlission.
Thls houss alao, With shooting and elmoat two miles of filshing on the
| Moy, may be rented each year or for a shorter period. Adjoin the
\house is & gne acre walled garden in which fruit, mainly apples, is
\grown, The house contains ten bedrooms, a mixed librury of 2,000
‘books and A& billiard table. r \ /
¥igitors will not be admitted, unless perhaps thoss interssted in renting
the houss. The steward 1a Mr Moylett. o v
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Originally ¢wned by the Vaughan family who agguired large tracts of
land /following the Cromwellian Confiscations, Carramore Houae ia now
a gusat house and the property of Mra F.E.L. leld.

The /old house has many traces of great sge, & at these being the
"spit jacks" and wall ovens in the now dlsused old kitchen and the
Georglan style of the front of the houses 1s due to the regonatrudtion
by 'a Mr Jackson who married tha' daughter of the last Vaughan,

I Porty mcres are all that remain of the old sstate and of
these, thres ars glven over teg kltchen garden and one tg flowers and
frult which are disposed of gommercially. . / |

The house contalns & library of 3,000 books, ineluding
many old volumes and classleal and fletlon worka, _
Carramore House ls three miles to the sguthwest of
Eallina and within & half mlle or so of Lough Conn's/sastern shore./lotth
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