
 Offertory Donations:
Christmas & Sunday 26th:
Total: €2,725.
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Thanks for all your generous contributions to both the Offertory and the priest’s Christmas collection.
 Late contributions can still be handed in.
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Second Sunday after Christmas – 2nd January 2022


Masses for the Week
	Saturday, January 1st.
	7.00pm Vigil*
	Mary Durkan, her husband Johnny                                                           and his parents, Matt & Mary Lizzie Durkan, Carroward.

	Sunday, January 2nd.
	9.30am*
11.30am
	Johnny & Agnes O’Brien, daughter, Mary & son-in-law, Derek.
For all the People.

	Monday, January 3rd.
	
	No Mass.

	Tuesday, January 4th.
	10.00am
	Private Intention.

	Wednesday, January 5th.
	10.00am
6.00 – 8.00pm
	Private Intention.         (Adoration follows until 11.30am)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (private prayer).

	Thursday, January 6th.
	7.00pm*
	Feast of the Epiphany.

	Friday, January 7th.
	8.00pm*
	Joe Clarke, Bushey, Hertfordshire, formerly of Carrowntleva.

	Saturday, January 8th.
	11.00am*
7.00pm Vigil
	Tommy Ryan, Treenduff (Month’s Mind). 
Private Intention.

	Sunday, January 9th.
	9.30am*
11.30am
	For all the People.
Private Intention.

	The 9.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed on the Bohola Post Facebook Page every Sunday.
Any other Masses are put online when requested. (Marked with * above)
All Masses will be broadcast on the 105.5 FM Radio channel.



Recent Deaths: Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of the following:
Frances Mc Greal (née Duffy), Kiltimagh, who died on Saturday last, 25th December and whose funeral took place in Kiltimagh on Tuesday with the burial in St Joseph’s Cemetery, Bohola. She was the sister of Willie Duffy, Toughnane.
Willie Flynn, Outrath, Cahir, Co Tipperary, who died on Sunday last, 26th December and whose funeral took place in New Inn, Tipperary on Wednesday. He was the father-in-law of Kieran Durkan, Carroward (married to Martina) and Mary Walsh, Ardacarra (married to Tommy).
Ellen Williams, Huddersfield, England, who died on Tuesday, 21st December. She was aunt to Margaret Finn, Lissaniska Estate.
We extend sympathy to their families and pray they are at peace.

[image: So today at church a guy in a suit tried to drown me, and I kid you not, my family just stood there taking pictures!]Baptisms: On Tuesday last, December 28th, we were delighted to welcome RíanTomás O’Boyle, Carramore, Knock, into God’s family. Congratulations to his parents, Lisa and Conor, his godparents and family and we wish them every blessing for the future.
On Wednesday last, December 29th, we were delighted to welcome first cousins, Patrick Liam McNicholas, all the way from Boston (and Sheridan Park!) and Eanna John Gilmore, Foxford, into God’s family. Congratulations to their respective parents, Pat and Caitlin and Aileen and Cian, their godparents and family circle and we wish them every blessing for the future.

2022 Parish Calendar continues to be available in the church. One for everyone in the audience! 

North West STOP would like to most sincerely thank all parishioners for their support during 2021. Demand for our services has risen steeply in the past year and your support has ensured we could meet that demand. We wish you and yours a healthy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.   
Our office will be closed until January 4th. Our counselling line will be available throughout the Christmas period by call or text to 086-7772009.

Affordable Live-in Homecare provides live-in carers for the elderly in your area. If you are looking for a live-in carer for your relative, please call Eileen or Tom today on 087-9916791 or 087-7440729. Our website is www.alhomecare.ie.

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People: Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary. The support line is open seven days a week, 8am to 8pm. The contact number is 0818-222024.
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Wishing everybody a happy, healthy and peaceful 2022


The Legend of the Fourth Wise Man
Artaban lived in the mountains of ancient Persia. On the basis of his study of the planets and stars, he predicted the birth of a great King. He sold all his possessions in order to buy gifts for the King – a radiant blue sapphire, a perfect ruby and a spectacular pearl. He then began his journey to Jerusalem, where he had agreed to meet with three other wise men to seek out the new-born King.
The journey was difficult, with many hold-ups. One day he saw a man, clearly very ill, lying on the path, and, as Artaban turned away, the man begged for help. Artaban hesitated, because if he stayed to help a dying stranger even for a short while, he might miss his three friends. But if he turned away, the man would surely die. In compassion, he took care of the sick man until he began to get well.
“I do not have anything with which to pay you,” said the man, “... except this: our prophets have told us that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, not in Jerusalem. May God guide you there, because you nursed a man who was ill to the point of death.”
When Artaban reached the place where he was to meet his friends, he received a message to the effect that they had decided not to wait any longer, and that he should follow them across the desert. Artaban went back to Babylon and sold the sapphire so that he could buy camels and food for the journey.
He arrived in Bethlehem with his remaining gifts three days after the other wise men had found Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and had honoured the new-born King with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
In a small house, he met a woman with her son. She told him that Joseph had taken Jesus and Mary, fleeing in secret, because Herod feared the King would take his throne, and was killing all male children. Even as the woman spoke, Herod’s soldiers could be heard coming to kill any male children they found. Artaban rushed to the door and held out the ruby to the soldier, who grabbed it, saying to his troop, “March on! There are no children here.”
Artaban was sad. “I have spent for man what was meant for God,” he said. “Will I ever be worthy to gaze on the face of the King?” Weeping for joy, the woman said, “You have saved my son’s life. May the Lord bless you, keep you, and give you peace.”
For thirty-three years, Artaban continued searching for the little family from Bethlehem. He was tired, worn out, ill and ready to die, but he kept on looking for the King. He came to Jerusalem. He heard that a great person was to be put to death that day. When people told him of this man’s life and teachings, Artaban realised that this man was the King. He made his way to Golgotha, hoping that his splendid pearl might purchase his King’s release. Then he saw a platoon of soldiers dragging a girl in chains behind them. “Save me; I am to be sold as a slave.”
The fourth wise man knew what he must do. He took the pearl from his purse. Never had it seemed so stunningly luminous, radiant; and he gave it for the girl’s freedom. He was immensely sad that he now had nothing to give his King, so sad that he collapsed with grief. Then, in his half-conscious state, he recognised the gentle voice of his King: “Take possession of the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the world. Insofar as you did it to the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me” (Matthew 25: 34, 40).
Artaban’s journey was over. His gifts were accepted. He had found his King.


The year may change but God remains the same.
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