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Christmas Holiday
Arrangements:

Mayo County Council
offices will close at
5.00pm on Monday 23™
December and will
re-open on Thursday 2"
January 2020.
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Pride of Place

Mayo received an unprecedented four awards at the 17th annual Pride of

Place awards in held in Kilkenny on 30" November. The all island

competition is based on communities demonstrating directly to the judges

their pride in their local place, by presentation, exhibitions of community

activities and culture, and a tour of the area.

Straide won a special National award and was described as a Small

Rural Community with a vibrant spirit and pride in a rich local heritage.

Three other Mayo representatives took runners-up awards:

e Believe in Ballinrobe in the 2,000-5,000 population category.

e Knock Community Futures in the 1,000-2,000 population category.

e Mayo Age Friendly Intergenerational Programme in the Age
Friendly category.

National Enterprise Town Awards
Two Mayo towns won awards at the Bank of Ireland National Enterprise
Town Awards last Thursday.

Castlebar collected the National Rising Star award, for towns or urban
areas that have significantly improved as a place to live, visit and invest.
This prestigious prize includes €20,000 for community projects.

Belmullet was a regional category winner, a very significant indicator of
progress on the Enterprise front and a reward for much hard work.

Christmas Message

As Christmas draws near and 2019 draws to a close,

I would like to say “Thank You” for all your support and
hard work during what has been a very busy and successful
year, and to wish you and your loved ones a Peaceful and Joy
Filled Christmas!

Peter Hynes,
Chief Executive.
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Roads
Roads SPC Meeting held
on 26™ November. 2019.

Roads SPC Meeting with
TII held on 18"
November.

Housing

Housing SPC meeting
held on 28" November
2019.

Draft Western Region
Homelessness Action
Plan 2020-2022 presented
at the Housing SPC.

Turnkey Expression of
Interest communicated
through local media.

Dates to Note

Housing SPC meeting-
12th December, 2019

Roads SPC meeting
17" December, 2019
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Procurement & Efficiency

Suitability Assessment phase of the N26 Cloongullane

Re -alignment Scheme has been completed with the tender
documents to be issued by mid- December.

Pavement overlay contract ongoing on N5 Ballyvary. All other
schemes practically complete.

Works on going to the N60 Lagnamuck and N59 Kilmeena
schemes. N60 Lagnamuck scheme will be fully open with two-
way traffic before Christmas.

Design works ongoing for the N60 Manulla scheme with
submission to An Bord Pleanala to take place in Q1 2020.
2019 Roadworks scheme practically complete.

Works have commenced on the R312 Glenisland Scheme.

Rebuilding Ireland target for Social Housing in Mayo is 708
however County Council plan to exceed this figure.

Progress on 2016-2021 programme is as follows: -

323 units have been completed with another 348 in progress.
409 Housing Solutions delivered in 2019.

Private Rented Sector and Leasing — Mayo County Council is
currently supporting 2,284 households

Refugee Resettlement — 167 persons accommodated in Mayo to
date (151 Mayo Co Co and 16 Red Cross)

Homelessness — There were 6 presentations during November
comprising of 7 adults and 1 child

Claremorris/Swinford MD - Burial Ground Improvement Works
(nine burial grounds)

RFT 160569 - MCC Ballina Library - MCC - technological
solution for the operation of a self-service library installation
(Ballina library)

Water Sampling Tender published

Personal Protective Equipment currently under evaluation (PPE)
*New lower thresholds in Jan 2020 for OJEU advertising.
€214,000 for Goods & Services from €221,000, Works to
€5.350, 000 from €5,548,000
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ICT

New contact management system operational at the Aras main reception
and Mayo House. Development completed by Mayo IT staff of AEC
(Atlantic Economic Corridor) investment property platform for the region.
ISO 27001 IT Security Certification semi-annual audit successfully
completed.

Architects

Successful delivery of 57 new build homes in 2019, achieving Mayo
target. Completion of the following housing schemes in December. Parke:
8, Pound Road: 6, Balla: 4, Foxford 10, Kilmaine: 6. (34 total)

Mary Robinson Centre commenced construction on Dec 5th.

Conclusion of MCC liaison with DHPLG in relation to the pending Pyrite
Remediation Scheme for Co. Mayo.

Communications
Public Information Updates: Traffic Disruption, Road Gritting
announcements, weather warnings.
Media: Responses issued to a wide variety of media requests locally and
nationally, and press releases issued on Local Authority matters including
welcome of Rural regeneration funding, Draft National Marine planning
framework, Excellence in Local Government Awards, Mayo Business
awards.
Diaspora: Co-ordination with Mayo Association Dublin for Annual
Business Lunch where Mayo CE was guest speaker.
Events: Support from Mayo.ie to a wide variety of events taking place in
Dates to Note November including, Rehab Mayo People of the year awards, Mayo
' Association Schools Debating national final, Pride of Place awards,
Targeted Campaigns Hazardous waste collections, Christmas campaigns
in municipal districts, Black Friday Road Safety campaign. Things to do
in Mayo for Christmas, Shop local campaigns, Winter Ready awareness.

Heritage

2019 County Heritage Plan Projects finalised — end of project reports
prepared, and funding drawn down.

Biodiversity projects funded under National Biodiversity Action
Plan finalised - end of project reports prepared, and funding drawn down.

Library

Mayo Co Library received funding from the DCRD of €146k for an “Open
Library” in Ballina and “Magic Tables” for people with learning
disabilities in Ballina and Swinford. The musical instrument lending
scheme has gone from strength to strength with almost 1000 instruments
on loan around the county in 201. After the success of October’s Big Book
Club Meeting, library book clubs are continuing to flourish in Ballyhaunis,
Ballinrobe, Kiltimagh, Swinford and Castlebar.
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Climate Action:

e Climate Adaptation Action Implementation Plan workshops were
held in November & the Implementation Plans for term 1 — Jan to
June 2020 are to be completed by December 12th.

e Members of Mayo County Council attended a workshop held by the
National Dialogue on Climate Action on November 29th.
Information gathered at the workshop will help identify & develop
ideas on how to engage with the public on climate action.

Waste Management:

The Waste Enforcement Team secured a successful prosecution for
illegal waste activity in Ballina District Court on 26th November. The
quilty party was fined €2,500, plus costs.

Awareness:

e A Household Hazardous Waste FREE Drop Off Event took place at
Rathroeen Civic Amenity Site & Derrinumera Civic Amenity Site.
These free collections accept a variety of household hazardous
wastes such as paints, varnishes, oils, pesticides/herbicides and
aerosols etc. This household hazardous waste is collected for safe
disposal. A large attendance was recorded for both events.

e  Winners of the Reuse Month Competition *’Gruesome Reuse’ were
announced. Students were challenged to make costumes from old
clothing and recycled materials. We had a wonderful response to the
competition and the creativity and imagination used by the students
was very impressive.

Climate Adaptation:

The final Climate Adaptation strategy has been published and can be
seen here:

http://www.mayococo.ie/en/Services/Environment/ClimateAction/Adapt
ation/
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Funding announcement of
€6.5M for Mayo tourism
projects under Rural
Regeneration and
Development Fund
Ballintubber Abbey
Interpretative Centre
€2.67m
Clew Bay Greenway
€1.93m
Blacksod Lighthouse &
Visitor Hub €1.88m

MooreHall Walled Garden
€150,000 approved under
Rural Dev Programme

Mayo Age Friendly Alliance,
IWAK and the Older
Person’s Council won the
Chambers Ireland
Excellence in Local
Government Award for the
development of Age Friendly
Airport Guidelines

Community Futures Plans
for Kiltimagh &
Islandeady launched 24™
Nov.

Dates to Note

Economic Development,
Enterprise Support,
Planning and Marine SPC
Monday Sth December.

Tourism, Recreation,
Food and Community
Engagement SPC Friday
13th.
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ENTERPRISE, COMMUNITY &
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,

TOURISM 2
John Magee et

Enterprise & Investment and Mayo LEO:

e The Mayo Business Awards were held on 15" Nov with over 300 in
attendance. The recipient of The Neill O’Neill Lifetime Achievement
Award ‘Outstanding Contribution to Business in the Local Economy’
was CBE, Claremorris.

e LEO Mayo participated in a focus group at GMIT on 20" Nov.

e LEO Mayo co-ordinated a regional trade visit to Agritechnica in
Hanover, Germany on 11" Nov. Mayo companies comprised over
20% of the entire Irish participation.

Community & Integrated Development

Science Week took place from 11" to 17" Nov with 1600 people

attending open day in GMIT organised by Mayo County Council.

Broadband & Digital Development Office

On the 19" of Nov, the Government awarded the contract to deliver the

National Broadband Plan (NBP) to National Broadband Ireland (NBI).

Atlantic Economic Corridor

Co-ordinated by the WDC and the AEC Officer Network two events took

place last week in Limerick and Sligo to bring together the Enterprise

Hubs in the AEC region. A strategy is being put in place to support the

Digital Hubs in a 3-year project with an initial budget of €1.00m. The

Strategy will be launched early in 2020.

Tourism Recreation & Amenity

e  Work is progressing on the planning and development of a number of
strategic tourism capital projects including the Keem Bay Signature
Discovery Point, Achill Island Greenway, Extension of Bowers Path,
Moorehall Masterplan, North Mayo Coastal Path and Lough
Lannagh Sports Tourism Hub.

e Part 8 planning being finalised for the Achill Sound to Bunnacurry
Greenway and Turlough Greenway Bridge.

Sports Partnership :

45 Mayo Groups receive €12,790 in funding under the National Go for

Life Physical Activity Programme for Older Adult Groups.

36 sports clubs & community groups across Mayo received €1,143,493

in the government's sports capital funding.

ARTS

e EXCEL youth arts programme is taking place in Nov and Dec with
events across county Mayo for people aged 13 -19 years. Including
collaboration with Mayo Science and Technology Festival.

e Recipients of Awards and Bursaries announced.

Mayo County Childcare Committee

e The National Childcare Scheme was launched on 20" Nov with
MCCC continuing to assist services transitioning to the new scheme.

e Commencement of Soundworlds programme for 9 Early Years
services. Soundworlds’ is an early years music programme for
children that aims to introduce younger children to music.
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